
August 6th, 2020 

 

 

 

Dear members of the ISFP council, 

 

With this letter, I would like to express my enthusiasm about being nominated for the ISFP 

Council Class of 2025 by Prof. Robert L. Medcalf. I started my research activity in the field of 

fibrinolysis in 2014 as a Ph.D student in Prof. Medcalf’s laboratory, with a specific focus on the 

interaction between fibrinolysis and the immune system. We were able to demonstrate that 

the antifibrinolytic agent tranexamic acid promotes immune activation and reduces infection 

rates in cardiac surgery patients, independent of its blood-sparing effect. I also had the 

opportunity to assess the unexpected effects of tranexamic acid in several other patient 

cohorts enrolled in randomised controlled trials on trauma, orthopaedic surgery, and 

haematological malignancies, as well as animal models of traumatic brain injury and infection 

during my Ph.D and post-doctoral period. 

This effort resulted in several publications and presentations at international conferences incl. 

the ISFP and ISTH congresses. I was also able to organise a symposium on the use of 

tranexamic acid in trauma patients at the 2019 ISTH in Melbourne, and to contribute as a co-

author to the SSC communication “Defining trauma-induced coagulopathy with respect to 

future implications for patient management”, published in the Journal of Thrombosis and 

Haemostasis in 2020. 

In addition to my interest in antifibrinolytic therapy and trauma, I aim to help improve efficacy 

and safety of thrombolytic therapy strategies. This effort for ischaemic stroke patients has 

already started in Melbourne, but I could now extend this project to catheter-directed lysis in 

pulmonary embolism, after commencing my clinical training in cardiology at the university 

hospital in Bern Switzerland.  

My intention is to stay active in this fascinating area of research throughout my further career, 

and to support in every possible way the friendly and productive environment of the ISFP.  

I would therefore feel honoured to contribute to our research community as council member. 

 

 

 

Dominik F. Draxler, MD Ph.D 


