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September 21, 2020 

Dr. Paul Kim 
Executive Director 
International Society of Fibrinolysis and Proteolysis (IFSP) 
Email: fibrinolysis.org@gmail.com 

Dear Dr. Kim: 

Thank you for informing me that Dr. Dan Lawrence has nominated me for the ISFP Council 
Member Class of 2025. It is my great honor to be nominated and I would be delighted to 
serve on the ISFP Council in 2025, if elected.    

I attended my first ISFP meeting in 2000 at Hamamatsu, Japan, where I received the ISFP 
Young Investigator Award for my postdoctroral work at Sidney Strickland’s laboratory on an 
unanticipated role of tissue plasminogen activator and fibrinolysis in regeneration of the 
peripheral nerve. Within a few days in Hamamatsu, I was introduced to fascinating science 
and had the opportunity to meet with several leaders in the field of fibrinolysis and proteolysis. 
These interactions led to life-long scientific connections and friendships, as well as productive 
collaborations over the past 20 years. It was truly a fascinating meeting for a young scientist 
like myself that shaped my career and future research. Since 2000, I participated in three 
additional ISFP meetings in Melbourne (2004), San Diego (2006), and Marseille (2014), 
where I served in different roles including co-Chair of the Neuroscience session in Melbourne 
invited by Dr. Robert Medcalf and Speaker presenting work from my lab on mechanisms and 
functions of fibrinogen in neurological diseases. I also served as a Member of the local 
organizing committee of the ISFP meeting chaired by Dr. Lindsey Miles. It was a great 
pleasure to work with Dr. Miles and assist in the organization of the 18th ISFP meeting in San 
Diego. This experience was invaluable, when I later served as Chair of the 2012 Plasminogen 
Activation & Extracellular Proteolysis Gordon Research Conference.  

If elected, I will work with the other Council members to prioritize focus areas to promote the 
mission of ISFP. I hope my scientific expertise will add value in promoting multidisciplinary 
collaborations and networking across technology platforms, basic and translational research 
in diverse research areas in physiology and pathology regulated by extracellular proteolysis. 
As I am passionate about empowering young scientists and promoting women and 
underrepresented minorities in our field, I hope to have an opportunity to work with other 
Council members to continue promoting diversity and inclusion and further develop 
mechanisms to feature the accomplishments of young scientists.   

Thank you very much for considering my nomination for ISFP council member Class of 2025. 

Sincerely,  

Katerina Akassoglou, Ph.D.  
Senior Investigator, Gladstone Institutes 
Professor of Neurology, UCSF  
Director, Gladstone Center for In Vivo Imaging Research  


